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On behalf of the diabetes community, Diabetes Ireland calls on the Government and the
Department of Health to ensure that Budget 2024 includes:

1) Costs to set up a Taskforce to develop a 10-Year National Diabetes Strategy to improve access and

delivery of diabetes care services, improve quality of life (QoL), health and well being of more than 300,000

people living with diabetes in Ireland, their families, carers, employers and friends [Cost: Negligible]

2) Investment of €5 m to improve access to any form of a continuous glucose monitoring (CGM), for

people with Type 1 diabetes as recommended by national and international guidelines. [Cost: €5 million]
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Despite the positive work of the HSE National Diabetes Clinical Programmes and Slaintecare reform, the lack
of available resources to implement current clinical guidelines means people living with diabetes are
suffering from a postcode lottery when it comes to accessing diabetes services and treatments, as well as
diabetes-related technology (CGM or insulin pumps). With continuously increasing prevalence and incidence
of both, Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes, in children and in adults, and with very high prevalence of pre-diabetes,
gestational diabetes, other types of diabetes and obesity in Ireland, without strategic planning and long-
term thinking, the prevalence of diabetes-related comorbidities and complications such as macrovascular
disease, chronic kidney disease, retinopathy and blindness, as well as foot amputations will hugely affect
Government budgets due to unnecessary and avoidable hospitalisations and admissions.

WE CALL ON THE GOVERNMENT TO INCLUDE IN BUDGET 2024:
1) COSTS FOR SETTING UP A DIABETES TASKFORCE OF RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS:
healthcare professionals, academics and researchers, patient advocates, as well as Department of Health and Health
Service Executive representants to develop a 10-year National Diabetes Strategy, that provides vision, leadership, goals
and priorities, as well as identitying and securing the future funding required that will provide optimum care for every

person living with diabetes in Ireland.
2) €5 M FOR WIDENING ACCESS TO CONTINUOUS GLUCOSE MONITORING TECHNOLOGY (CGM)

for people with Type 1 diabetes to improve their diabetes management and quality of life.
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All people with diabetes need and deserve access to high standards of care,
expertise, treatment aligned with clinical recommendations, access to medicines
and technology to maintain good health and quality of life, as recommended by
national and international clinical guidelines. With dedicated healthcare |
professionals, researchers, advocates and decision-makers, with Slaintecare @
reform, Long-Term lliness Scheme and other good things in Ireland, all we need is & ‘
a better plan, coordination, governance and a strategy that oversees all aspects \
of diabetes care in Ireland. .
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